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"'/&C$'$#,*@&U.F$.3&<TCCU=&to include an annual reflection by the minister of the 
local church’s Living Document. The purpose is to reflect helpfully within pastoral 
ministry, which has few obvious successes and failures. Ministry is about planting 
seeds, often in secret, without knowing what the nature or timing of the harvest is to 
be. That is often not in our hands. The goal of this scheme is to find a way of echoing 
God’s praise for all that is good in ministry, and to help people address whatever can 
be improved. 

 
3.3 &VG.&-G7*%G.#&C$'$#,.*$"0&-)7'#.00$'6&?.*F$%. (CMCS) is available to all  

ministers (stipendiary and non-stipendiary) and



Paper H1  

The United Reformed Church – General Assembly, July 2024 

determine any learning points which will assist the Church as it explores what it 
means to be a flourishing church.&
&

4.3 >)'&?,$D.'/$"*@&-U-S&0)%"00@&
In November 2020, following on from the increase in applications for NSM Model 4 
(ministry of the Word and Sacraments), Mission Council agreed a ministry of ‘locally 
called and locally appointed’ non-stipendiary Church Related Community Worker. 
Candidates would be expected to follow an individually designed training path, as 
determined by the Education and Learning Committee in consultation with the RCL 
that is relevant to their local context and local opportunities. &

While the academic and professional training path for non-stipendiary CRCWs is to 
the same standard as for stipendiary CRCWs for the general models, the aim of the 
new model intended to remove the training restrictions for locally called, locally 
appointed non-
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Song), and three have been renewed (Brian Matthews, Martin Spain, Jonathan 
Soyars), and no certificates have been closed because of retirement.  

 
2.3 In 2021, it was agreed that, for a period of three years, part-
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TOTAL   4 2 
        

Mar-24 CRCW 0 0 
  Stipendiary Ministry 4 3 
  Non-Stipendiary Ministry  
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Ordinations and commission 
    Type of 

Ministry 
Date of 
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URC, Oakengates 
Telford URC, Trinity 
Newport URC (2023- 

Louise
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We know that these can be stressful times for those involved, and we do sometimes 
have painful decisions to make, but we strive to bring wisdom and compassion to the 
judgments that are entrusted to us. Even at this current time, Covid-19 in the form of 
long Covid Is still, in some cases, impacting on health issues, and sometimes adds to 
those difficult decision we have to make. We are grateful for the work of Mary Steele 
in the MoM office, who pays the stipends, monitors the sickness cases and brings to 


